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OM’08
IHDP Open Meeting 2008
7th International Science Conference on the
Human Dimensions of Global Environmental Change
15th - 19th  2008, India Habitat Centre, New Delhi, India
Co-organizer and local host: TERI (e Energy and Resources Institute)
While still reaching out to the large and diverse international human dimensions community, it is expected that this 
Open Meeting will be highly applicable to the South Asian region generally and India in particular. Together with 
the local host and co-organizer, a unique developing-country institution with a main focus on energy, environment 
and sustainable development on a global perception and a local focus, the IHDP will follow up on outcomes from 
the last Open Meeting in Bonn in 2005, which tried to outline the need for a more specific and selective scientific 
approach. 
         With the theme of the 7th Open Meeting, “Social Challenges of Global Change,” IHDP wants to indicate the 
need to incorporate not only the general discussion about climate change, but also many other environmental 
changes which happen in our society: resource shortages, the destruction of ecosystem services, new threats to 
human health.  At the first planning meeting of the ISPC, which took place in Bonn at the end of June this year, the 
planning committee agreed on four core questions, which should cover the widespread aspects of Social Challenges 
of Global Change:
         1. How do we deal with demographic challenges? 
         2. How do we deal with limitations of resources and ecosystem services?
         3. How do we maintain social cohesion while increasing (global) equity? 
         4. How do we adapt institutions to address global change?
Each of these questions will for the crux at one of the days of the 7th OM.
Contributions to this conference will need to relate to one of the questions mentioned above and the numerous 
cross-cutting issues and topics that intersect them, as laid out in the 7th Open Meeting concept note.
Call for Contributions is open!
For more information, visit www.ihdp.org or www.openmeeting2008.org
or contact the secretariat at, openmeeting@ihdp.unu.edu
www.openmeeting2008.org
Social Challenges of Global Change
p. 14
p. 23
p. 27
p. 29
9IHDP Update  1.2008
The Earth System Science Partnership (www.essp.org) in-
tegrates the insights from the international global environ-
mental change research programmes – IHDP, DIVERSITAS, 
IGBP, and WCRP. Although the past leadership of the chairs 
and directors was successful, it was decided that a more for-
mal governance structure was needed. The resulting Scien-
tific Committee, which I’m pleased to chair, met in October 
to discuss the ongoing projects on Carbon, Water, Food, and 
Health, and other activities, including START and the Mon-
soon Asia Integrated Regional Study (MAIRS). The Health 
Project’s science plan was also adopted by the IHDP and the 
Project is now co-sponsored by IHDP and its partner pro-
grammes, DIVERSITAS, IGBP, and WCRP. A preliminary 
ESSP vision emerged at this meeting: All new initiatives 
should involve a strong interaction with the end-users in so-
ciety. 
 The ESSP-projects are already doing this actively. The 
Global Carbon Project, for example, just published an update 
on trends in accelerating CO2 emissions, increasing carbon 
intensity (amount of C needed per unit GDP), and the de-
creasing strengths of natural sinks over the last few years. 
Their conclusions have consequences for climate policies. If 
these trends continue, mitigation efforts must be stepped up 
to limit climate change. These GCP results provide a timely 
update to IPCC’s fourth assessment report, which was pub-
lished last spring. 
 All other ESSP projects and the whole ESSP want to 
strengthen the links with international conventions, assess-
ments, and research organizations. ESSP will strengthen 
the application of scientific understanding from all global 
environmental change programmes in such policy and as-
sessment processes. ESSP can, through START, also help 
building capacity in developing countries to contribute to re-
gional needs and assessments. ESSP will also develop a more 
coordinated communications platform of the latest scientific 
environmental change insights 
 I am really pleased that several of those elements are 
also stressed in IHDP’s strategic plan. This means that many 
fruitful interactions and synergies between IHDP and ESSP 
will continue to develop and emerge in the coming years. To-
gether, we will not only further develop cutting edge science, 
but also digest and apply it for society.
Prof. Dr. Rik Leemans; Chair SC-ESSP. Contact: Environmental Sys-
tems Analysis Group, Environmental Sciences, Wageningen Univer-
sity & Research, PO Box 47, 6700 AA Wageningen. Tel: +31 317 484919;
 rik.leemans@wur.nl
Guest Editorial
The Earth System 
Science Partnership: 
Societal Needs and 
Responsive Science
Rik Leemans
Guest Editorial • ESSP: Societal Needs and Responsive Science
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